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Overview 

Our unique multidisciplinary team includes surgeons, radiation and medical oncologists, nurses and other health care 
professionals who have specialized training in caring for patients with gynecologic cancers, including cancers of the 
uterus, cervix, ovaries and vagina. 

Our patients have access to many of the country's leading gynecologic cancer specialists and a full range of 
diagnostic capabilities and treatment options. Using a team approach, we are able to advise women and their families 
of the latest treatment options and to offer timely, innovative and compassionate care in a personal and supportive 
environment. 

Conditions treated 
• Cervical cancer

• Consultation for advanced metastatic cancer to/from
the gynecologic tract

• Endometrial or uterine cancer

• Family history of breast and/or gynecological cancer

• Gestational trophoblastic disease

Highlights 

• Member of NRG Oncology, a national cooperative
group for clinical trials funded by the National Cancer
Institute

• Board-certified physicians in obstetrics and gynecology
and subspecialty-trained gynecologic oncologists

• Physicians are members of the Society of Gynecologic
Oncology

UQI: Helen Diller Family
Comprehensive 
Cancer Center 

• Ovarian cancer

• Peritoneal cancer

• Undiagnosed pelvic mass

• Vaginal cancer

• Vulvar cancer

• Part of the UCSF National Center of Excellence in
Women's Health

• Pre-eminent surgical program with expertise in open,
laparoscopic and robotic surgery

• Treatment options include conventional and targeted
anti-neoplastic therapy including intraperitoneal/
chemotherapy
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Clinical team 

Pauline Beggs, RN 
Pauline Beggs is a registered nurse in gynecologic 

oncology at the UCSF Helen Diller Family Comprehen

sive Cancer Center, where her patients have valued her 

clinical expertise and warm demeanor for more than 

10 years. 

Additionally, she is highly regarded for the calm, 

confident way she works with her newly diagnosed 

patients and their families. Pauline also skillfully cares 

for her patients as they progress through treatment and 

she works with them to mitigate side effects. These skills 

and her 30 years of nursing experience have helped 

make her an integral member of the UCSF gynecologic 

oncology practice. 

Pauline received her nursing education in the United 

Kingdom and went on to complete postgraduate training 

in stress management. She is the recipient of the 

prestigious 2011 Ernest H. Rosenbaum, MD Symptom 

Management Service Commitment to Patient Care Award 

for her passionate devotion to providing exceptionally 

high-quality patient care. Additionally, she is a member 

of the American Holistic Nurses Association, which em

phasizes treating the whole person and viewing healing 

as a partnership between a patient and their practitioner. 

She is also active in Imagery International and she has 

lectured around the country on the health and wellness 

benefits of guided imagery and stress management. 

Another one of Pauline's interests is patient education. 

Each year, she organizes and moderates the "Living with 

Gynecologic Cancer" events at UCSF. These popular 

programs raise awareness and bring support to her 

patients and the community 

Maureen Boberg, RN 
Maureen is a registered nurse in gynecologic surgical 

oncology. With more than 10 years of nursing experience, 

she brings a wealth of knowledge to her patients and 

practice. Additionally, Boberg has a Bachelor of Science 

degree in nursing and is a certified oncology nurse. 

She provides compassion and support to her patients 

through postoperative symptom management, triage and 

chemotherapy education. 

Kathleen Cavanaugh, NP 
Kathleen is a nurse practitioner in gynecologic oncology. 

She has a bachelors degree in nursing and received her 

masters degree in nursing science at UCSF School of 

Nursing. She has interest and additional training in 

integrative medicine and takes a holistic approach to 

patient care. She has experience in the care of oncology 

patients and for 15 years she has managed patients un

dergoing chemotherapy. She is the recipient of numerous 

academic, research and patient care awards including 

the prestigious Ernest H. Rosenbaum, MD Symptom 

Management Service Commitment to Patient Care Award 

for her devotion to providing high-quality patient care. 

She follows patients during surgery, through treatment 

and into survivorship. She co-leads several national clinic 

trials that investigate novel treatments for women with 

gynecologic malignancies. 

Melissa Valdellon, NP 
Melissa is a certified acute care nurse practitioner who 

holds certification in medical-surgical nursing and 

critical care nursing. She provides comprehensive care 

to women with gynecologic malignancies primarily in 

the inpatient setting. Her focus includes post-operative 

management, chemotherapy and symptom management. 

Melissa educates OB/GYN residents on providing direct 

patient care and was presented with the "Most Outstand

ing OB/GYN Staff" award in 2013. She is also a recipient 

of the 2014 UCSF Mount Zion Symptom Management 

and Palliative Care Service Award. 

Melissa graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 

nursing from Rutgers University in New Brunswick, N.J. 

and earned her Master of Science degree in nursing from 

Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia. 




